
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
CAS Project: Zink &Wroblewski 

New Course Offering: IB Biology SL 

IB Student Spotlight: Sage Cowit 

IB Teacher Feature: Mr. Sean Smith 

University Spotlight: McGill University   

BSpa Teachers Love IB

  IB in Action 
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Upcoming Dates: 
for current IB students and parents 

October 29th: 
IB Exam Registration/Payment due 

for prospective IB students and parents 
January 3rd:  

International Baccalaureate Information Night 

@6:00pm in the High School Library  

(Jan 8th snow date)  

January 15th: 

Meet the IB Team  

@2:30pm in the High School Library 

(Jan 17th snow date) 

 

IB Coordinators: 
 

Christy Knapp               Nicole Stehle 

cknapp@bscsd.org                     nstehle@bscsd.org 

884-7150 ext. 2367                    884-7150 ext. 2366 

www.bscsd.org 
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The Thousand Origami Cranes 

 
Karyn Zink and Maeve Wroblewski are 

bringing unity and happiness to Ballston Spa 

High School. 

An ancient Japanese legend promises that 

anyone who folds a thousand origami cranes 

will be granted a wish by the gods. Some 

stories believe that you are granted 

happiness and eternal good luck, instead of just one 

wish, such as long life or recovery from illness or injury. 

Karyn and Maeve, along with other students, have been 

folding the origami cranes since last year. There are now enough to begin to string 

them all together and hang them. Their hope is to have the colorful crane display in 

the library by the school’s winter break.   

In asking Karyn why she decided to do this project, she relayed her story of taking 

karate as a small child and always seeing the paper cranes at her studio. She said 

that Maeve also had this experience, so after researching the origami cranes the pair 

decided that they would bring the happiness and luck to Ballston Spa. 

“We wanted to do something to bring the school 

students together, something that they could visualize and know that we 

accomplished it together,” Karyn stated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The cranes will be displayed in the library with a poster explaining the 

background of the beautiful legend. 

 

 

CAS 

Projects 

Change 

lives 



New Course Offering: IB Biology SL 

 

IB Biology SL is a rigorous, fast paced, one-year experimental science course for 

students who wish to understand the unity and diversity of living organisms on 

the molecular, cellular, organic and ecological level.  

The general aim of IB Biology SL is to: provide content; develop an 

understanding of how biological information is collected, analyzed and 

evaluated; develop experimental skills; and understand how biology has 

social consequences in the global context. 

Mrs. Marcotullio, the Biology SL teacher, reflects on the new course; “I think 

the benefit of the SL class is for students to be able to study biology in some 

depth (although not as deep as in HL) while leaving flexibility in their 

schedules for other courses, including a greater variety of science courses during high school. This is especially 

important for students who are thinking of pursuing a 

career in science.”  

 

 

In this course, students will design and carry out self-directed experiments. In true IB form, these students will 

also join with students in other experimental science courses to execute a collaborative experimental science 

project.   Mrs. Marcotuillo notes, “Offering both Biology HL and SL 

allows a greater number of students to take biology as part of their 

program.” 

 

Photos: At work during the  
Transect Sampling Lab: Biodiversity of a Forest 

 

 

 

 

 



IB Student Spotlight 
Name:  

Sage Cowit 

Graduation Date:  

June 2019  

What is your favorite TV show or movie?   

Movie: In Bruges 

TV Show: Breaking Bad 

What do you do for fun? 

Play board and card games, collect rocks and shells, 

rollerblade, and look at ducks!  

What is the proudest moment of your life?  

When I was five I walked into my garage and whistled for the first time. Some people still haven’t had 

their first whistle yet! What a shame. 

What made you consider the IB Programme?  

I liked the focus on discussions and writing. Also, I was tempted by the promise of small class sizes. 

What have you gained from being a full IB Diploma Programme student?  

Homework. But also classes that I am actually interested in, an improved work ethic, and meeting 

some cool peeps. 

What is your favorite IB class and why?  

Year 1 English, with TOK as a second (I haven’t experienced enough of English Year 2 yet to say). In 

both TOK and English, we talk about concepts that have a real impact.  

However, the reason last year’s English takes a clear lead is structure: our 

discussions were far less likely to stray from the point, and the texts we 

researched were incredibly adept for uncovering otherwise elusive nuances 

of meaning. 

What advice do you have for potential IB students? 

Don’t let yourself slack off. But, try to sleep sometimes.  Currently I’m trying to 

take my own advice. 

Where do you see yourself in 5 years?  

Overarching: In college. Otherwise: I dream of riding a motorcycle.  

 
 

 



 

  

IB Teacher Feature 
 

 

 

 

 

Name:   Sean Smith 

 

Subject(s) teach:  IB Mathematics SL, PreCalculus12, and Algebra 1 

 

Favorite TV show/movie:  Survivor and “Moneyball” 

 

What do you do in your spare time? Spend time with my wife and 3 daughters. 

 

What is your favorite memory of being a student? I enjoyed making new friends and attending sporting 

events in high school.  There was always a strong sense of team and community. 

 

What’s one experience you’ve had that has helped shape who you are as a teacher? 

At the beginning of my career, I was working with a student after school every week for a few months and 

she transformed from a mediocre math student to a strong math student.  She told me that she liked the way 

that I explained math concepts and it made sense to her now.  That experience has stuck with me and always 

motivated me to strive to be the best teacher that I can be. 

 

What are 3 adjectives that describe you? Easy going, caring, and fun. 

 

What do you want your former students to tell your future students about you? That I created a caring, 

comfortable, supportive classroom environment that helped them to exceed in mathematics. 

 

What is one thing you could not live without? Family and Friends 

 

What would you like to tell yourself at age 16?  Be more outgoing and assertive, take some risks, and try 

new activities. 

 

How is teaching an IB course different than teaching any other course? 

In IB Math SL, I strive to teach the students not just how to solve problems, but why does the math exist and 

where did it originate.  I also show my students a variety of ways to solve problems, some of which require 

that you do not use the calculator.  Also, I try to show students how other cultures use mathematics. 

 

What advice would you give to a student considering an IB course? 
Focus on time management and prioritizing assignments and enjoy the learning experience. 

 

What characteristics do you feel make a good IB student? 

Hard working, open-minded individuals who are not afraid to investigate concepts and learn new ideas. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

McGill University 
 

“McGill University is one of Canada's best-known 

institutions of higher learning and one of the leading 

universities in the world. With students coming to 

McGill from some 150 countries, our student body is 

the most internationally diverse of any research-

intensive university in the country.” 

 

A Tradition of Success 
 

“McGill is recognized around the world for the 

excellence of its teaching and research 

programs. Ernest Rutherford's Nobel Prize-winning 

research on the nature of radioactivity was conducted 

at McGill, part of a long tradition of innovation on our 

campuses that includes the invention of the artificial 

blood cell and Plexiglas. Today our professors are 

building the new field of epigenetics, developing 

alternative energy sources from crop plants and driving 

human achievement in every field imaginable.” 

McGill University values IB 
 
“Students who complete the International 

Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma will be granted up to 

30 transfer credits.  The actual amount of credit 

granted is based on the IB Higher Level (HL) subject 

selection, final HL subject results of '5' or better, and 

on the entering program at McGill.” 

 
*Visit McGill University at www.mcgill.ca 

IB Visual Art is student driven, allowing great opportunity 

for self-exploration, fostering a creative style, and 

achieving quality results. 

I love working with IB students!  They are interested and 

curious about the world, both inside and outside the 

classroom. 

I love the small class sizes. We all get to know each other 

well and develop a community focused on learning 

science.  

 

I love the international focus of the Diploma Programme. 

In high school, students learn about science projects 

taking place around the world. They see the importance 

of international collaboration as a way to further 

knowledge in science and solve global problems.  

 

It’s a great opportunity to work with higher-level students that 

are interested in their own learning. 

 

IB Visual Art helps students understand the important 

relationship between process and product in their 

creative endeavors.   

 

I love teaching IB because it celebrates diversity.  

 

I love exploring nontraditional topics with students and 

seeing their “Ah-Ha!” moments 

 

I love teaching IB because the topics we cover in class are 

current, authentic and interesting.  They appeal to both students 

and teachers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I love teaching IB because it is as challenging intellectually as 
you can get in a high school setting. The students have to think 
critically about the world we live in like they never have before 
and it allows each of them to refine their interpretation of 
history every day. IB also motivates me to prepare lessons at a 
university level and continue to grow as a history teacher. I 
love it. 
 
I love teaching IB because it is very student-centered; the 

classes engage students right away.   

 

 I love teaching IB because I can see the personal and academic 

growth of my students over the course of the two years. 

 

 
UNIVERSITY 

SPOTLIGHT 

 

BSpa 
Teachers 
LOVE IB 

https://www.mcgill.ca/about/article/sir-ernest-rutherford-1871-1937
https://www.mcgill.ca/about/article/thomas-chang-professor-physiology
https://www.mcgill.ca/about/article/thomas-chang-professor-physiology
https://www.mcgill.ca/about/history/features/epigenetics

